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Teacher Notes 








Your children will love getting to know the Letter People*—26 charming 
new friends perfect for teaching not only letters and sounds, but also 
personal and social skills. As children help the Letter People solve their 
problems, they learn how to solve their own. 


Remember, the secret to making the Letter People come alive in your 
classroom is this: Treat them like people. The children will do the same. In 
no time, the children will be learning how to stay safe and healthy and how 
to get along with others, important skills for success in school—and in life! 
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Introducing a Letter Person 


Look for a unique way to bring each Letter Person into your 
classroom. Children may discover Ms. T by the classroom sink 
brushing her tall teeth. Ms. Y may be found playing with her 
yo-yo. Let children get to know each Letter Person before 
introducing the next one. 


Instead of introducing the Letter People in alphabetical order, 
start with the most common letters and with letters whose 
sounds are easiest to pronounce. You may want to 
adhere to this sequence: M, T, F, N, H, A, P, Z, B, I, 
S, D, U, V, L, W, O, R, G, E, J, C, K, Y, Q, X. 


Follow these steps as you introduce each 
Letter Person: 










Pretend you are meeting the Letter Person for the first time. 
Introduce yourself, and ask: “What is your name?” Hold 
the Letter Person up to your ear to listen to the reply. 


Introduce the Letter Person to the children: “Boys and 
girls, this is Mr. M. He says he has come all the way from 
the Land of the Letter People to meet you.” 


Encourage children to introduce themselves following 
your model. 


Ask children what they notice about the Letter Person. Point 
out the capital letter on the front of the clothes and the 
lowercase letter on the back. Say the letter name and invite 
children to repeat it several times. 


Describe the shapes of the capital and lowercase letters and ask children to trace 
them with their fingers on a table, in the air, in sand, or in rice. 


Have children look for the hidden letters on each Letter Person. 


If the Letter Person is a LetterLight® (vowel), point out the special color of the letters 
(yellow instead of red). All LetterLights wear a sun symbol on their clothes to show 
that they have a special job: They light the way to making words. All LetterLights 
wear red clothes and yellow shoes. 


Invite children whose names begin with the Letter Person’s letter to take a bow. 


Talk about the Letter Person’s special characteristic (see back cover) and how it helps 

to remember the sound of that letter. For example, Ms. P has pointy patches. The 
words pointy patches start with the letter p and the /p/ sound. Invite children to repeat 
the sound. (Mr. X is different. He wants children to listen for his sound at the ends 

of words.) 


Challenge children to name other things that start with the Letter Person’s sound. 
Play Prove It by saying, for example: “pointy patches [peach]. Yes, [peach] starts with 
the same sound as pointy patches.” 


The Letter Person will want the children to look around the classroom for her or his 
letter or for things that start with the sound. 


letter People Story Cards 


Each story card is associated with a particular 
Letter Person or Letter People and a particular 
topic. You may use the story card when you 
introduce that Letter Person or save it until you 
plan to teach that topic. The Letter People 
Puppets are perfect for acting out the situation 
on the story card, as follows: 


Gather the appropriate Letter People 
and re-create the setting of the story, 

if possible. For instance, you may want 
to provide stuffed zoo animals for Mr. Z’s 
Story Card. 


Tell the children that the Letter People have a problem and need the children’s advice. 
A Letter Person has brought a picture to show the problem. Display the story card and 
invite children to describe the picture and predict what the problem might be. 





Bring the Letter Person up to your ear and listen as she or he relates the story described 
on the back of the story card. Relate the story to the children. 


Invite volunteers to reenact the story with the Letter People Puppets. 


Encourage children to talk about their own experiences in similar situations and how 
they solved the problem. As a group, come up with advice for the Letter Person. Then 
call on new volunteers to act out your advice, resolving the conflict. 


Ask children what they think the Letter People learned from your discussion. 


Health and Safety Mini Story Cards 


The Health and Safety Mini Story Cards can be used 
whenever they fit into your curriculum. A table of 
contents provides a convenient overview of the 25 
topics covered. As with the Letter People Story Cards, 
the puppets can act out and/or describe the situations 
depicted on the cards. 


Bring the appropriate Letter People into 
the group. 


Explain that the Letter People need to learn 
how to stay safe/healthy. The children are going 
to help them. 





Hold up the mini story card and follow the instructions on the back. Allow the 
Letter People Puppet(s) to lead the discussion, with your help. 


When appropriate, invite volunteers to help the puppets act out the story card. 
Wrap up the activity by having children remind the Letter People what they learned. 


Special 
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Ms. Y 
Mr. Z 


Characteristics 


A’choo (Be sure to pronounce a’choo with 
the short /G/ sound.) 


Beautiful Buttons 
Colossal Cap 
Dazzling Dance 





Exercise Energy 
Funny Feet 

Gooey Gum 
Happy Hair 
Impossible Inches 
Jingle Jingle Jacket 
Kaboom Kick 
Longest Laugh 
Munching Mouth 
Noisy Nose 
Opposite 

Pointy Patches 
Questions 
Rainbow Ribbons 
Super Socks ® e 
Tall Teeth ce 
Unusual Umbrella 
Vegetable Vest 
Wonderful Words 


Different (Mr. X is different. He hears 
his sound at the ends of words.) 


Yodeling Yawn 
Zipping Zippers 
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